HIGH SCHOOLS OF DELAND

HIGH SCHOOLS SPORTS HALL OF FAME
OF The High Schools of DeLand Sports Hall of Fame was formed in
the spring of 2000. Numerous people had commented about the need of
the Hall but attempts had failed to get off th nd.
DELAND ¢ ;Iu: .oril;in:ll l:-om:tittee. fonno::l a:d de:igdzn(hat the first class
SPORTS HALL OF F AME would be inducted in the fall of 2002. It was decided to cover all public

schools of DeLand which would include DeLand High School and the
former Euclid and Southwestern High Schools. It was also decided that
the Hall of Fame would include athletes, coaches, and boosters from
these three high schools. The requirements of nominations were also
decided upon, which can be found on a nomination sheet.

CLASS OF 2006 sbilies bolng sl ot e oF ey sireara i b e it
INDUCTION class for the fall of 2002. The second year found a total of 28

nominations with five of these being selected which is the maximum
number that can be selected per year. This year there were more than
30 nominations from which the selections were made.

Each recipient receives a plaque for their own display. A second
plaque is displayed on the Hall of Fame wall in the DeLand High School

DELAND-SPRUCE CREEK g: u‘;;";a.:fif:plﬁ'."e t.o come be.the ?chool and view the wal.l any time
FOOTBALL GAME The current selection committee is composed of DHS Principal

Mitch Moyer, DHS Athletic Director Craig Clements along with Sue
Atkinson, Tom Bush, Red Calkins, Larry Candeto, Bo Davenport,
Marian Fisher, Roger Gilmore, Bridgette Gordon, Dennis McComb,
Reggie Odom, Martha Parissi, John Thomas, and Tony Tussing.

If you would like to make a nomination to the committee, contact

: the Athletic Director at DeLand High School, 386-822-6909 or mail the
SEPTEMBER 15 , 2005 attached form on the back of this packet to DeLand High School, 800
North Hill Avenue, DeLand, Florida 32724. The funding for this project
“SPEC” MARTIN STADIUM

has been taken over by the DeLand High School Bulldog Booster Club.
Any contributions should be made to that organization.

Y T EKINS

Mary Ann Walts Meekins swam at DeLand High School and was in the
class of 1944. Former DHS Coach “Spec” Martin was the one that got her to
the state meets, where in 1941 she won three events. No one at DeLand High
had repeated as a state champion until the 2000 season when Sara McLarty,
the granddaughter of Meekins teammate Cynthia Fogle Bruce, won an event.

Meekins swam for the Riviera Club out of Indianapolis where she
earned All-American honors from 1941 to 1944. She set the national record
for the 800 freestyle event.

World War II prevented her or anyone else from swimming in the
Olympics in 1944. She, however, was presented a certificate of being on the
1944 Mythical Olympic team. To this date she still swims in the Master
Programs.

She and her husband, Charles, reside in Flagler Beach.




The CITY OF DELAND

Valusks County, Florids

Presented to
Mary Ann Walts MeeKins

Whereas, the City Commission of the City of DeLand is pleased and fonored to give special
recognition to Mary Ann Wafts Meekins sufio is among the 2006 fonorees to be inducted futo e 3igh
Sefiools of DeLand Sports Hall of Fame; and

Tereas, the High Schools of DeLand Sports Hall of Fame was established to preserve and fonor
DeLand’s rich and proud sports fieritage and to recognize the inductees for their outstanding
tplish and ibutions to a wide varfety of spores; and
Whereas, Mary Ann Walts Meekins, o member of the 1944 graduating closs of DeLand High
Scfiool excelled during fier years at THS and earned AlF-American fionors as a swimmer. As a high school
swnmer sfhe won tree events in the Florida State Champlonships and went on to set a national record
for the 800 freestyle event; and

Whereas, altfowghi Mary Ann earmed the right to complete as an Olympian in 1944, World War
iy d fier participation in Olympic ition; and

+
Whereas, Mary Ann Walts Meekins is an inspiration to young atfiletes and a role model for thase
wfio aspire to become successful atfifetes.

Now, therefore, 1, Robert . Apgar, Mayor of the City of DeLand, and on behalf of the City
Commission and alll our citizens do fiereby tender this Certificate of Recognition to Mary Ann Walts
Meekins, and extend to fier our congratulations on fier induction into the High Schools of DeLand Sports
Hall of Fame. We present to fier tis small expression of tfie City's pride in her accomplishments and wish
fier continued success in  future endeavors,
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